Avian Influenza:  Ukraine

Weekly Update (November 30, 2005)

AI Situation
· To date, there have still been no cases of H5N1 in birds or humans reported in Ukraine; Ukraine’s veterinary service, however, remains on high alert in southern Ukraine, territories that border Romania and Moldova, and along the Black Sea and Azov sea coast lines.

Government of Ukraine Actions
· The Government of Ukraine’s working group on AI continues to meet on a regular basis.  The GOU sent a diplomatic note to the USG indicating interest in coordinating its efforts with the international community.  The World Bank has indicated that it intends to call together a donors meeting on AI; 

· Testing of migratory, wild and domestic poultry continues and no cases of highly pathogenic Avian Influenza have been identified, although one case of low pathogenic H5N2 identified in Kherson Oblast which borders the Black Sea was found.  In addition to continued gathering and analysis of samples, the veterinary service is continuing to alert domestic poultry owners to keep birds confined.  Industrial poultry producers continue to enforce protective measures to keep their flocks isolated from casual contact with potential infectious sources.  These measures include disinfection of vehicles entering and exiting production yards, foot baths for personnel, monitoring employees to ensure they have no poultry, and other sanitary measures.  The State Veterinary Service of Ukraine continues to conduct weekly information round ups from field personnel.  Finally, the government has extended bird hunting bans past December 1.
Technical Assistance and Equipment – PATH; Land O’Lakes 
· USAID/Kyiv has approved the provision of technical assistance, equipment and supplies in support of testing for H5N1 in birds and humans, as well as training for public health workers who are responsible for monitoring the situation and who would be responsible for assisting with any response and quarantine issues;
· The stockpiling of disposal personal protective equipment has been postponed as both veterinary and public health workers already have basic gear to respond to initial outbreaks should they occur.  However, protective respiratory masks have been approved for procurement; 

 

· Meetings have been scheduled with veterinary and public health national laboratories for this week to finalize specifications and quantities for procuring laboratory reagents and supplies.  Based on initial information, PATH, a USAID implementer, has started a bidding process to procure testing reagents.  Initial delivery of AI H5N1 diagnostics in limited quantities will be completed within two weeks.  Full delivery will depend upon vendor stock levels, but USAID/Kyiv expects that this could be completed within 6 weeks; 

· USAID’s grantee Land O’ Lakes has hired two local veterinarians who will be in close contact with local veterinary authorities in high risk areas mentioned above. With the addition of specialized staff the quantity and quality of field information has improved; however, the message remains identical with last week that prevention and monitoring measures are the current focus, and that response understanding amongst Ukraine’s field services is increasing.
Public Awareness – CURE 
· On November 16 the Ukrainian Reform Education Project (implemented by CURE) in tandem with Odesa Agricultural Advisory Service organized a seminar “AI: Real Situation and Preventive Measures” in Bilhorod-Dnistrovskiy, Odesa oblast, bordering with high risk countries (Romania and Moldova).  Eighty representatives of poultry farms, regional media, local state agricultural authorities, veterinary services, and village councils attended the event.  Three national journalists from Kyiv were present.  Speakers: Tetiana Ihnatenko – Senior Research Fellow, Faculty of Biology, Kyiv National T. Shenchenko University; Victor Stets – Acting Director, State Center of Ornithology; Ivan Pustovit – Chief of the Department for Veterinary Medicine in Odesa Oblast; 

· Weekly regional and national media monitoring was conducted.  Results of regional monitoring: 94 print and internet publications; 25 TV, and 55 radio airings were found on AI coverage for the reporting period.  Results of national monitoring: nine print publications, 26 TV, and 27 radio segments were found on AI coverage; 

· A TV Public Service Announcement on AI is in the process of being finalized (Ukrainian and Russian versions). On November 26:  one segment of the UREP TV Program “Crossroads” was about AI. On December 3:  segment 2 will be aired;
· UREP held a seminar on November 28, Monday, in Donetsk for Donetsk, Luhansk, Kharkiv, and Zaporizhzhia oblasts “AI: Real Situation and Preventive Measures”. Attendees: poultry farm workers, representatives of agricultural advisory services, veterinary and sanitary services, private householders, journalists (total: 52 persons). TV (Companies who attended the event: TRK, Union, Channel 1 National. Opening remarks were done by Mr. Ihor Zhernovyy, Deputy Head of Donetsk Regional State Administration. Speakers: Halyna Romaniuk – Expert, Epidemiologist, USAID Project PATH; Yuriy Rudiakov – Director, Donetsk Inter-regional Laboratory of Ornithology Veterinary Medicine; Victor Stets’ – Acting Director, State Center for Veterinary Medicine and Ornithology. Afterwards there were 3 airings on regional TV); 

· On November 30 in Kyiv the UREP is organizing a seminar-training “AI Threats for Ukraine: Myths and Reality” for regional media.  Partners: USAID funded PATH Project and Internews Network.  Opening remarks:  Nancy Godfrey, Director of the Office of Health and Social Transition, USAID; significant number of media representative are expected to attend. 
