Avian Influenza:  Ukraine
Weekly Update (February 10, 2006)

AI Status and GOU Actions 
· During the past week no new cases of bird flu were registered in Ukraine.  The 300 dead birds found in Crimea (Alyshta and Partenit) that originally had been suspected of having H5N1 are now believed to have died from extremely cold temperatures (the preliminary tests detected bird flu virus Type A; but the next day the Central Crimean Veterinarian Laboratory denied this diagnose and stated that it was a case of wild bird mortality resulting from cold temperatures);

· President Yuschenko chaired an AI meeting on February 8th at the Presidential Secretariat with the Minister of Emergencies, Minister of Agrarian Policy, Head of Department on Veterinary Medicine and representatives of the Ministries of Health, Finance, Environmental Protection, Economics, State Customs Services, and health and research institutions.  The President emphasized the necessity for the represented institutions to develop a system to respond to the AI threat over several years and to effectively collaborate in this effort.  He endorsed ideas on establishing a National Coordinating Body and the National Institute on Influenza and Virus Infections.  The President asked to accelerate research in the AI field and underlined the importance of international cooperation in fighting AI.  He emphasized the need to establish effective dialog with Russia and develop a plan of coordinated activities between the two countries; 

· On February 3, President Yuschenko spoke with Russian President Putin.  They agreed to charge their respective Ministries of Health, Emergencies, and Agrarian Policy with developing a common approach to fighting AI and reaching an agreement on information exchanges; 

 

· On February 7, Minister of Health Poliachenko, held a news conference in Crimea where he again stressed that Ukraine is among the countries at highest risk of suffering an AI pandemic, particularly this Spring.  He promised that governmental recommendations on the country’s preparedness for a possible AI pandemic this Spring will be published next week and stated “for the next two months we will be preparing for the worst.”  The Minister said that the government has created a rapid response team and that they have started to stockpile supplies in case of an outbreak.
USAID/Ukraine AI Assistance
1.  Technical Assistance – Program for Appropriate Technology in Health (PATH)

· There is only one change to report since last week with respect to PATH and the Mission’s plans to provide additional equipment to the GOU; until other donors and/or other USG agencies have programs in place to provide equipment and supplies for testing, USAID/Ukraine may provide an additional small supply of consumables to supplement USAID’s next planned delivery of equipment;   
· In last week’s update, USAID/Ukraine reported that we would be providing “additional equipment (N1 diagnostic equipment) to the GOU and providing additional assistance to strengthen animal and human health responses in Crimea (and other affected regions as needed) on the part of the GOU, poultry owners, and local communities.”  There are no changes to these plans.  During last week, PATH has been in discussion with the Department of Defense’s Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) to ensure that any equipment procured is compatible with DTRA’s longer term programs to upgrade testing and lab capacity.
2.  Public Awareness – Center for Ukrainian Reform and Education (CURE)

Since October, USAID/Ukraine has worked through the Center for Ukrainian Reform and Education (CURE) for its public education and awareness campaign on AI; cumulatively, tens of thousands of public information and education messages have been disseminated; this past week, activities included:

· CURE’s Crossroads TV program aired a segment about the Lithuanian experience in AI prevention (First Channel “UT-1” of the National TV Company). CURE’s TV PSA for general audiences was aired during the program; 

· CURE’s radio PSAs are airing on the National Radio Channel (UR-1) three times per day, Monday through Friday; 

· CURE conducted a National Press Club meeting on the topic “How to Protect the Kiev Zoo from Avian Influenza?” Andriy Marunchin, Veterinarian of Kyiv Zoo, spoke about methods of protecting animals from AI in the winter-spring period. Forty-eight journalists attended and the meeting was widely covered by media;
· CURE’s Press Club in Riven conducted a meeting on the topic “What Flu Should Rivne Citizens Be Careful Of?” Seventeen journalists attended;
· CURE’s TV department is developing an animated Avian Influenza PSA for children;
· CURE’s regional and national media monitoring on AI this week found the following messages:  the Crimean laboratory observed no AI virus in Alyshta and Partenit regions; Kiev Zoo takes emergency measures to protect its birds from AI; representatives of the U.S. Government visited Ukraine to discuss AI-related problems; AI pandemic may become a reality in the forthcoming spring (Ministry of Health Care of Ukraine); one more AI-infected person died in Indonesia; the first stage of production of AI vaccine demonstrated successful results in the U.S. 
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