Avian Influenza:  Ukraine
Weekly Update (December 6, 2005)

AI Status and GOU Actions

· On December 2, after several villages saw up to 20 percent of their birds die overnight, Ukraine began combating what appeared to be the biggest avian influenza outbreak yet in Europe, with approximately 2,500 dead domestic birds (chicken and geese) over three days in three districts in Crimea:  Sovetsky, Dzhankoisky, and Nyzhnyohirsky.  The affected villages are near Lake Sivash, a vast, marshy lagoon next to the Azov Sea where migratory birds stop over each spring and autumn on their way between Russia and Africa or the Middle East;

· Though highly pathogenic avian influenza H5N1 is yet to be confirmed (confirmation that the outbreak was caused by the H5N1 strain is awaiting the results of tests in Britain and Italy) officials left little doubt that they were dealing with the same deadly strain that has shown up in Romania and other parts of Southeast Europe.  A suspicion that the deadliest form of avian flu (H5N1) has broken out is based on the location of villages, clinical symptoms and confirmation of AI H5 antibodies, which was done by both the Donetsk regional ornithological laboratory (ELISA) and Central Laboratory of Veterinary Medicine in Kiev (PCR); 

· On December 3, President Yushchenko declared a state of emergency in the Crimea to halt the outbreak of bird flue on the peninsula. The President has formed a special Task Force headed by the Emergency Minister Baloga.  The Task Force also includes Deputy Ministers of Internal Affairs, Health, Agriculture, Ecology, Finance and Crimean PM.  The Task Force got to Crimea on Saturday (December 3) to coordinate all the work in the emergency area.   Officials enforced a quarantine and began culling and burning the five villages' birds on Sunday.  The Interior Ministry has sent its troops to secure a three kilometer restriction area and ten kilometer monitoring area around each of the five villages; the media is reporting that President Yuschenko is planning on dismissing the Chief of the Veterinary Service (Verbitski) due to inadequate preparation for an AI outbreak;  
· The emergency order bars people from entering or leaving the quarantined area, and experts will visit every home to inform residents and to count flocks.  All birds - even if healthy - will be slaughtered and their carcasses burned; the monitoring of people who were in contact with the dead birds is being enforced (several people were placed in quarantine).  The Ministry of Health’s Chief and Deputy Chief Sanitary Doctors left for Crimea;

· President Yuschenko left for Crimea yesterday (December 5).  In the Sovetskoye Rayon Administration, planned meetings included:  an AI meeting with Vice PM Melnyk, Emergency Minister Baloga, Agriculture Minister Baranivslky, Minister of Internal Affairs Lutsenko, Minister of Health Polyachenko, Crimean PM Burdiugov, and Crimean Speaker Deich. 

Public Awareness – CURE 
· USAID implementer, CURE, is stepping up its AI awareness activities in Crimea, Kherson, Zaporizhia, and other areas at risk as well as tailoring its messages appropriately;

· Several major national TV channels (Inter, UT-1, Channel 5) reported bird flu outbreaks in five Crimean villages close to Sivash Lake (North Eastern Part of Crimea).  There are millions of migrating birds at the Lake of Sivash (Chief Veterinarian Verbitsky).  According to TV reports, 2,500 domestic birds have died in that area.  Apparently, they contracted the infected migrating birds at the Lake of Sivash (Ag Minister Baranivsky).  Crimean people interviewed on TV said they noticed “suspicious” behavior in their domestic birds around a month ago and reported that to the vet service in the town of Sovetskoye – rayon center.  Rayon vets did not get out to the villages which reported “suspicious behavior.”  Massive burning (and burying) of domestic fowl by vet/emergency services in the said villages over the past weekend was shown on TV.  All workers had protective gear but villagers did not;
· At the same time, a few print media reported that preliminary tests showed the H5 strain of the bird flu (according to the Kyiv Vet Lab).  “Segodnya” (“Today”) newspaper has devoted two large pages to Avian Flu in general and current situation in Crimea in particular.  Information and messages included “eat commercial chicken”, “don’t buy birds in illegal markets”, “avoid contacts with live birds”, “use proper hygiene when cooking poultry”, etc.;  

· All media (electronic, print, internet) have been reporting on GOU actions.  President Yuschenko signed a decree on a State of Emergency in the said villages of Crimea.  According to media reports, a quarantine zone was set up for three kilometers around the emergency area.  Quarantine will be maintained for at least three weeks.  All domestic birds will be destroyed in the quarantine zone.  People will be reimbursed as follows: 15 UAH ($3) for a chicken, 24 UAH ($5) for a duck, 36 UAH ($7) for a goose, 90 UAH ($18) for a turkey.  All people in the quarantine zone will get free flu shots.  GOU has allocated 25 million UAH ($5 million) to deal with the AI situation;
· President Yuschenko has asked the public and media to help “liven up” the public education campaign.  Ministry of Agriculture has just set up AI Telephone Hot Line – (380-44) 279-4948.  

Technical Assistance and Equipment – PATH; Land O’Lakes 

· USAID implementer, PATH, is finalizing the quantity and specification of laboratory reagents and supplies to strengthen Ukraine’s capacity to detect AI H5N1; 
· USAID’s Agriculture Marketing Project, Land O’ Lakes, has hired two local veterinarians, one in Crimea and one in Odesa, to assist the Mission to monitor the situation and to develop a response strategy in case of an outbreak.  The Crimean veterinarian joined the government team in Crimea on Friday and has been actively assisting with sample gathering and preparing the samples for forwarding to reference laboratories.  She confirmed that the outbreak was Avian Flu of the H5 variety.  Land O’ Lakes and USAID are in direct contact with the veterinarian and we are awaiting positive or negative confirmation of whether the outbreak was caused by H5N1.  Additionally, she prepared a list of requested disinfection and lab supplies prior to the outbreak.  
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